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The materials that are linked through the Contents page below were developed over a period of 
twenty-five years for a college course taught at Indiana University: History G380: Early China. I 
originally made them available online for the convenience of my own students, but decided to let 
them remain online for general access after I retired in 2013. Now, with the assistance of the IU 
Library’s IU Scholar Works program, they will remain online indefinitely for teachers, students, 
and general readers to read, borrow, and adapt as they see fit. So long as these materials are 
employed in a not-for-profit context, no permission is required for their use, whether in their 
current or in altered form. Matters of attribution I leave to individuals to decide, although it is good 
to bear in mind that these materials have not been peer reviewed or edited by anyone other than 
myself, and a citation will make clear that the responsibility for errors large and small belongs with 
me. Please be aware that, with a few small exceptions, these materials were created in 2010 and 
before, and have not been updated with insights from newer scholarship. I hope they will 
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THE CLASSICAL ERA 
 
PART ONE:   SPRING AND AUTUMN PERIOD CHINA 
 
PART TWO:  WARRING STATES PERIOD CHINA 
 
 
THE PRE-CLASSICAL PAST 
 
PART THREE:   SHANG AND WESTERN ZHOU CHINA 
 
 
THE POST-CLASSICAL FUTURE 
 




Online Translation Supplements 
 
   Confucian Texts 
    The Analects of Confucius 
    The Mencius 
    The Great Learning & The Doctrine of the Mean 
   
  Daoist Texts 
    The Dao de jing 
    Zhuangzi: "Inner Chapters" 
 
